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Introduction 
Welcome to the Kentucky Olympic Development Program (ODP).  ODP is unique in our 
soccer community because it brings players and coaches throughout the state an 
opportunity to train and compete together.  Players are forced out of their comfort zones 
with their normal teammates and coaches into an environment where they must compete 
at every session. 
 
ODP is another opportunity outside their club and high school teams.  Our training and 
event calendar tries to avoid potential conflicts with their schedules. 
 
What also makes ODP a unique experience is that the focus is on the individual player, not 
the team.  As an organization, we want our teams to play well and compete at events but 
our primary job is to identify players that can compete and flourish at the regional level. 
 

The Process 
ODP players are constantly being assessed, both in training sessions and at events . Coaches 
are looking for a consistent level of play from the players, not just their performance peaks 
and valleys (which are common among all players).   
 
Players selected to the State Pool will attend at least one event during the winter so all 
players in the pool will have the opportunity to represent Kentucky against other ODP 
teams.  Coaches will evaluate player’s performances from the pool sessions and the events 
before making  final selections for the Midwest Subregional event in June.  Typically, one 
team of 18 players will be selected along with a few alternates for all 11v11 teams. For 9v9 
teams, two teams will be selected with up to 15 players per team.   
 
The Midwest Regional ID Camp is the next step in the ODP process.  Kentucky players from 
the 2010-2005 age groups may be selected to attend the event, .  Players are identified in 
one of three ways: They are identified by regional staff attending ODP events; they are  
recommended by other state ODP staffs; or they are recommended by the Kentucky ODP 
Staff and Technical Director.  Once at the Midwest Regional ID Camp, players may be 
selected to represent the Region at the Interregional ODP Event in Florida.   
 
From there, players may be selected to attend the National ODP Camp.  The last camp that 
was held in early 2020, there were six Kentucky players selected to attend the first 
National ODP Camp. 

• Audrey King - 2006 
• Lily Lund - 2006 
• Jafet Figueroa  - 2006 
• Zachary Kennedy - 2006 
• Maya Maxwell – 2004 
• Colin Reed – 2004 
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ODP Structure 
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Coaching Staff 
The goal of the Technical Director is to assemble the highest licensed staff from a variety of 
clubs and colleges throughout the state.  Head coaches hold at least their USSF C License or 
United Soccer Coaches Advanced National Diploma or higher.  
 

Coaching staff is subject to change. 

Pool Head Coach Assistant 
Coach 

Assistant 
Coach 

 

2012 
Boys 

Jeremy 
Anderson 

Marty 
Tappel 

JD Dai  

2012 
Girls 

Zach Salchli Karson 
Boyce 

Nick 
Maxwell 

 

2011 
Boys 

Quinn 
Huddle 

Brock 
Sutherland 

Johnny 
Huerta 

 

2011 
Girls 

Glenn Rees JD Dai   

2010 
Boys 

David 
Shemilt 

Ben Mujcic Jonathan 
Rase 

 

2010 
Girls 

Jair Trivino Mike 
VanHooser 

Heavyn 
O’Connell 

 

2009 
Boys 

Khamisi 
Campbell 

Christian 
King 

Emmanuel 
Nfor 

Paul 
Maddox 

2009 
Girls 

Marcel Simo Jeremy 
Anderson 

Jabree Jones  

2008 
Boys 

James Wray Jordan 
Heuglin 

Rubem 
Rodriguez 

Joe 
Thomas 

2008 
Girls 

Ben 
Kirkpatrick 

Lora 
Gralheer 

Raul 
Sanchez 
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The Curriculum 
Our training curriculum is based upon age and broken down into two phases, a technical 
phase and a tactical phase.  Within the technical phase, focus is on the player with the ball.  
In the tactical phase, focus goes onto larger group tactics and roles in the team. 

 
Attacking 

 
 
Defending 
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Goalkeeping – The First Attacker 

 
 
 
Goalkeeping – The Last Defender 
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Positional Profiles 
Players within the program will often find themselves playing in different places in the field other 
than what they may normally play with their club teams.  Below are the attributes that the staff is 
looking for in each position. 

 
#1 - Goalkeeper 

• Reading the game to intercept crosses long balls and through balls behind 
defensive line 
• Decision making and passing skills under pressure to play short or long 
• Quick reactions on shots and 1v1 situations 
• Is a coach on the field, effectively organizes and directs teammates from an 
optimal viewpoint 

#2 & #3 – Right and Left Backs 
• Reading the game to continuously position and reposition and make quick 
decisions 
• Long and short passing and crossing skills under pressure 
• Proficient 1 v 1 to create or win/regain the ball 
• Exudes power, speed, and fitness to execute on attack and defense for the whole 
game 

#4 & #5 – Right and Left Center Backs 
• Defensively strong in 1v1 situations (air and ground) 
• Reading the game to intercept long and through passes 
• Technical skills to make accurate long diagonal passes under pressure 
• Is a coach on the field to organize defensive line and direct other team members 
on defense and preventive defensive behavior when attacking 
• Has guts, is brave and composed in their behavior 

#6 Holding Midfielder 
• Regains possession in 1v1 or intercepting passes 
• Moves into space ahead of time to support and understands when to play 
forward or retain possession, has the technique to dictate the pace of 
the game 
• Is there when needed (leadership) 

#8 Pivot Midfielder 
• Shares qualities with both the 6 and 10 
• Link between defense and attack 
• Knows when to connect with the back line and when to push forward 

#10 Attacking Midfielder 
• Technical skills and ability to read situations quickly to create scoring chances 
(dribble or pass) and score goals 
• Varies the way of running to get behind/between the defensive lines of the 
opponent 
• Manages the pace of the game 
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#7 & #11 Right and Left Winger 
• Proficient taking defenders on 1v1 inside or outside to unbalance the opponent 
to create chances and score goals 
• Crossing and shooting technique under pressure 
• Exudes power and speed and fitness to execute A/D/T the whole game 

#9 Striker 
• Technical skills and ability to score goals (foot or head) in the box 
• Holding and protecting the ball with back towards goal 
• Varied running to get behind opposition back line 
• Deals with adversity, has guts, is brave 

 
 

Parent Expectations  
The common thread in our curriculum for ODP is to develop independent decision makers.  
As a parent (like coaches), if you are telling players what they should be doing from the 
sideline, that is not helping players recognize the moment, and make the appropriate 
decision.  As the player gets older and the game gets faster, they will be required to make 
decisions at a quicker speed.  If the player relies on being told what to do, the game will 
pass them by. Please cheer for your player and other players, but please do not relay 
actions you think they should take. 
 
At all ODP pool sessions and events, we ask that parents do not wear any youth club 
affiliated apparel.  When we are together, we are Kentucky.  Please help with this message. 
Parents need to make sure to pay attention to all communications from the Technical 
Director in order to have the latest information.  We will send out information for all 
sessions and events through email and will have information on the Team App. 

 
ODP Calendar (Subject to Change) 

ODP Tryouts November 6th and November 13th 
Pool Session November 20th or November 21st 
Pool Session December 4th or December 5th 
Pool Session December 11th or December 12th 
Indiana Friendlies December 18th or December 19th 
Pool Session January 8th or January 9th 
TN Friendlies January 15th-17th 
Pool Session January 29th or January 30th 
Interregionals (Memphis, TN) February 19th-21st 
Subregional Event TBD TBD 
Regional Camps (TBD) TBD 
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Fee Structure 
 
The ODP Pool fees cover all training, training shirts, and the following events: 

• 2010’s-2005’s Westfield Friendlies, ODP Friendlies in Murfreesboro 
• 2011’s Murfreesboro Friendlies 
• 2012’s Missouri Friendlies 

 
For 2010’s-2005’s there is an extra fee for players that are selected to attend the Sub-
Regional Event.  For 2021, the event is scheduled for June at Grand Park in Westfield, 
Indiana.  The fee covers coaching costs and event fees.  This is usually around $200 per 
player. 

 
 
 
International Trip 
Since 2016, Kentucky ODP has travelled abroad with the 16U and 17U age groups.  This 
year, we are also travelling with the 15U age group.  For players, it is an invite only process 
made of current and former ODP players.  The goal is to bring four teams: one in each age 
group, per gender..  If there are not enough numbers to reach that goal, teams may bemade 
up of mixed age groups. 
 
For the coming year, we will be visiting Chelsea FC in London, UK through our travel 
partner, WorldStrides.   The age groups that are eligible for the trip are the 2007’s-2005’s.   
 
Past Trips 

• Feyenoord (Rotterdam, Netherlands), 2016 and 2017 
• Liverpool FC (Liverpool, UK) 2018 
• Borussia Dortmund (Dortmund, Germany) 2019 

 

Notable Kentucky ODP Alumni 
 
Emina Ekic – Racing Louisville 
Andrew Farrell – New England Revolution 
John Michael Hayden – Current University of Louisville Head Coach 
Chris Hubbard – Louisville City 
Napo Matasosho – Louisville City 
Trey Muse – Seattle Sounders 
Amar Sedjic – Atlanta United 
Luke Stauffer – FC Carl Zeiss Jena (Germany) 
Erin Wright – Chicago Redstars 

 


